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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant Jeffrey T. Ranney 

Application No. 10/660,020 

Filed September 1 1 , 2003 
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Docket No. 21401-96 

Date December 1, 2003 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.102 AND MPEP § 708.02-V 

AND MPEP S 708.02-VI 

Dear Sir: 

The Applicant kindly requests that the Commissioner grant a petition to 
make special in the above-referenced matter. The application is entitled to a special 
status under MPEP 708.02-V because it materially enhances environmental quality and 
is also entitled to special status under MPEP 708.02-VI because it materially 
contributes to the development of alternative energy resources. 

Enhancement of Environmental Quality 

The application is entitled to special status under MPEP 708.02-V 
because it materially enhances the quality of the environment. 

The application is directed to a technology in which biomass products, 
generally cellulose products that would otherwise be considered waste material, and 
converts the biomass to sugars that may typically be used to produce ethanol. The 
current technology for biomass conversion uses an acid that becomes contaminated 
with the sugar product. The current technology is incapable of purifying the acid for 
reuse and must treat the contaminated acid with water and a base solution to neutralize 




it and dispose of treated acid within the environment. The current technology thus 
utilizes large amounts of water and cannot recycle the contaminated acid and thus must 
dispose of the acid within the environment 

The technology described within the pending application provides a 
technique for purification of the acid to an extent that does not require disposal of the 
acid within the environment. Rather, the acid is purified to a stage where it can be 
recycled for subsequent biomass conversion. Thus, the technology of the pending 
application permits the efficient conversion of waste products (cellulose) to sugar for the 
production of useful products (e.g., ethanol). The process further conserves water and 
avoids the disposal of treated acid in the environment by treating and recycling acid. 
Accordingly, the application is entitled to special status under MPEP 708.02-V. 

The application is also entitled to special status under MPEP 708.02-VI 
because it materially contributes to the development of energy resources. As noted 
above, the present invention is directed to technology involved in biomass conversion. 
The present technology results in sugar contaminated acid that must be neutralized and 
disposed in the environment. The present invention increases the sugar recovery and 
thus the efficiency of biomass conversion for the ultimate production of ethanol. The 
filtration process described in the pending application provides a greater degree of 
separation of sugar and acid and thus provides more sugar for the ethanol conversion 
process. In addition to the improvement to the environment, discussed above, the 
present invention leads to greater efficiency and production of ethanol. Accordingly, the 
application is entitled to special status under MPEP 708.02-VI. 

No fee is required for the present petition under either category in which 
the present application is entitled to special status. 
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The applicant kindly requests that the present application be made 
special. If questions remain regarding the requested special status, the Petition 
Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at (206) 628-7640. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Jeffrey T. Ranney 

Davis Wright Tremaine llp 
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